February 2009

Editorial

I've not written any editorials yet,
so | thought it might be time to indulge
myself in communicating a few thoughts
on the local table tennis scene.

When | started playing table
tennis a short seven years ago, | was
attracted by its diversity and
inclusiveness.  Age, gender or race
didn’t matter. It was a little humbling to
get my butt kicked by someone who
could hardly see over the end of the table,
but after |1 had ruled out knee-capping,
that motivated me to work harder and
improve.

This newsletter intends to reflect
this rich diversity of the table tennis
world in British Columbia. It doesn’t
matter what club you belong to, how old
you are, or who you're coached by. If
anyone does well in tournaments, or has
comments about any aspect of table
tennis, the newsletter provides a place
for its expression.

| would also like to include
material not only from all parts of the
table tennis world in the Lower
Mainland, but also from the diverse
regions of British Columbia. In this
newsletter we have news from Victoria,
and | hope that future newsletters will
also include reports from other parts of
the province. This will strengthen the
voice of table tennis in British Columbia.

Diversity and inclusiveness is

what makes Canada such a great country.
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At its best table tennis reflects these
characteristics of Canada, perhaps more
than any other sport. Working together
can lead to great achievements.

Zone 6 Update

Nanaimo:

Table tennis has moved back to
the Departure Bay Activity Centre (1415
Wingrove Street). The hours for table
tennis play are as follows:
Seniors Group: Monday, Wednesday,
Friday at 11 amto 1 pm
Open Drop-In: Thursdays 7 pm to 10
pm , Sundays 1 pmto 4 pm

Victoria:

The University of Victoria has
purchased three new table tennis tables,
which are available to the public for
setting up in racquetball courts at the lan
Stewart Sports Complex (3964 Gordon
Head Road)--drop-in entrance fee to the
facilities is $5. Hours are Monday to
Friday 6:30 am to 11 pm, Saturday 7 am
to 7 pm, Sunday 9 am to 9 pm. Holiday
hours Noon to 6 pm. Ph: 250 472 4000.

These three tables are in use
continually, providing a much needed
access to tables with a more open
schedule than the drop-in times offered
by Henderson and Cedar Hill Recreation
Centres.



With the enclosed space, multi-
ball drills and training are now possible.
Although there are only these three
tables that are good enough to play on,
they have been used to kick-start several
activities.

Vikes Rec Private Lessons: Alvin
Ng has been hired by UVic to offer
group and private table tennis lessons to
students, staff and the general public.

VICCTTA League Play: A new
league has started for members of the
Vancouver Island and Central Coast
Table Tennis Association. The action
takes place every Saturday morning
from 10 am to 2 pm.

VICCTTA Table Tennis Demo:
UVic is graciously donating their tables
for a demo to take place during the half-
time of a UVic Men's basketball game.
Alvin Ng is going to coordinate a routine
amongst the 4-5 players participating in
the show.

Vikes Rec UVic TT Club: A
table tennis club has started play at UVic,
consisting mostly of students. They meet
every Wednesday evening at 5 pm for
practice and play. Eventually a team will
be chosen to represent UVic in the North
American Collegiate League.

VicHSTTL: Sunday afternoons
at 1 pm the Victoria High School Table
Tennis League meets to play. So far the
group consists mostly of international
students. However, it is hoped that
every local high school will put together
a team to compete. This increase in high
school play should increase the pool of
players for the BC Winter Games in
2010.

Informal Play: All you need to do
is find a partner and you can play TT
anytime at UVic--call ahead to confirm
booking in either racquetball court. The
flexible times are proving very popular

with players who can’t make the often
over-crowded, inconvenient rec centre
drop-in time slots.

Campbell River:

High school teacher and former
badminton professional Dave Coad is
trying to start offering a combination
table tennis/badminton course at his high
school. A demo is being planned to raise
awareness and interest.

Submitted by Stephen Wylie

Richmond Racket Rally

On April 3, 4 and 5 2009, the BC
Table  Tennis  Association and
Badminton BC will host the 2009 Racket
Rally Festival. The Richmond Oval and
John Tanner Results will present a
festival of table tennis and badminton to
residents of the Lower Mainland.

Each sport is going to showcase
the thrills and skills associated with their
game. Both sports have worldwide
audiences and participants in every
country; millions play for recreation and
many compete on high performances
stages, such as the Olympics and World
Championships as well as professional
leagues.

Each sport will host two
components, a local festival celebrating
their sport and secondly a restricted
tournament involving top international
players’ competing for $10,000 in prize
money.

The BCTTA will provide
technical support to this event as well as
having the BC Open and BC Elementary
tournaments at the Oval on April"4&

5" There will be four sessions for the
international pladyers, one session on
Friday April 3% two sessions on
Saturday April X and the fourth session,



the finals, will be on Sunday April"s
This sequence applies to badminton and
table tennis; all matches will be on a
single court with premier seating. Come
and support both these sports.

BCTTA members will have

priority access to early bird

packages for this event. Please
go to the BCTTA website for

details.

A major tournament is planned for

May 2 and 3 at A.R. MacNeill

Secondary. This  sanctioned
tournament will include cash prizes
of up to $10,000 .

BC Senior Games

The BC Senior Games will be
held in Richmond this year September
16-19. Those who wish to play must
register with the co-ordinator by April
19, and participate in play-offs as
required. Each zone can send six players
from each category, who may be either
recreational or competitive.

Zone 4 play-offs will be he held
at the Bonsor Seniors’ Center in
Burnaby in the banquet hall upstairs
May 12 from 3-8 p.m. for the
competitive division and May 13, 3-8
p.m. for the recreational division.
Categories are 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-
74, 75-79 and 80+ in each of men and
women. For more information,
particularly on zone 4, contact Marta
Nykl at martanykl@hotmail.com

Player Profiles

Carmen Lee

Carmen Lee’s first venture into
table tennis was when her father started
training her and her brother Adrian on
their home table at the age of eleven.
While Stephen Li now coaches her, she
still considers her father her most
important coach. Her current point total
of 2041 makes her no. 1 in BC in girls
U-18 and no. 4 in Canada, with her
proudest achievement a gold medal in
the U-18 girls at the 2007 Canada
Winter Games. Most recently she took
top spot in the Open Women’s at the
Richmond Open.

She’s seventeen now, in her final
year at Port Moody Secondary, and
planning to attend university next year,
probably in business. She says she used
to play basketball and soccer, but now
nine hours a week training in table tennis
is all the recreation time she can spare
from her studies if she wants to maintain
the good grades needed for university
entrance.

Carmen enjoys the rush of
competition, with her steadiness and
controlled confidence contributing to her
success. She relishes the speed and
excitement of the game, with looping
one of her best shots. She is now
working with her coach Stephen at
making her game more continuous.



When | asked her what lies ahead
in her table tennis future she was
realistic. While she plans to continue
playing while at university, she
recognizes that the going gets tougher
the further you go. But it's already
provided her with friendships and some
treasured experiences. Anything further
will be a bonus.

Frank Karika

Frank Karika and Helen Wu discuss
some fine points of the game.

Dedication and a desire to win
has characterized Frank’s life in table
tennis. Anyone who has seen him play
will appreciate his total concentration on
the game. Anyone who has been
coached by him will appreciate his
ability to analyze precisely a player’s
game and identify key weaknesses.

Frank was born in Brastislava,
where he enjoyed an active youth
playing soccer, swimming, and water
polo with considerable competitive
success until a serious motorcycle injury
sidelined him in 1956. He moved to
Hungary in 1948, escaping from there
after the 1957 revolution, arriving in
Canada that year.

As a young boy Frank had been
fascinated with table tennis, attending
some top competitions, as some of the
world’s best played in Hungary. But he
didn’t start playing until 1958 at the
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Vancouver downtown YMCA with a
group of fellow Hungarian refugees.
Later they set up tables at the Alma
Theatre, and then (until 1990) at the
Dunbar Community Centre.  When
tables were needed, Frank and a friend
built six.

Frank has played in numerous
tournaments over the years in both
Canada and the U.S., winning numerous
trophies. His most treasured success
was second place in the O-40 category at
the Canadian Open in 1980.

But it's as an organizer that
Frank has had the biggest impact. He
was a member of the BCTTA executive
for at least ten years, and president for
two. In 1972 he was instrumental in
arranging a meet where the first Chinese
team to visit Canada played at the
Agrodome before 4,800 people. This is
still one of the largest crowds to watch a
table tennis event in North America. He
also designed the current BCTTA logo
and made improvements in the layout of
courts and playing conditions.

Frank has also been active since
1970 in coaching at both the provincial
and national levels. He coaches now at
the local club level, mostly at Sperling,
where he gets great satisfaction when he
can see a player make a significant
breakthrough.

Frank started umpiring in the
1960s, progressing from club matches to
being internationally certified in 2002.
In recent years he has umpired at the
Olympic trials, Canada Cup matches, the

Chinese invitational meet at the
Coliseum, and the Canadian National
Championships.

Frank is deeply concerned with
the sport of table tennis and its future in
BC. He sees that although BC has the
best coaches and the best players ever,
the association lacks the membership
that would give it the clout to come into
the mainstream from the fringes. He
hopes for a time when the needless



divisions within the table tennis
community can be healed and the sport
move forward with the recognition it
deserves.

Those who wish to be trained
as table tennis coaches, please
contact Danny Lau at
mrdannylau@hotmail.com

Natasha Carr-Harris

Natasha at the Canadian Nationals last
summer.

| was lucky to catch Natasha and
her mother Lan in Natasha’s short break
between dance practice with the Goh
ballet and a table tennis training session
at Sperling.

Although she has only been
playing a year and a half, Natasha had a
2"%in the doubles and &%3n the team in
last summer’s Canadian nationals in the
U-11 girls. In the recent Junior Tryout
she was 1in the Girls’ U-11, and is no.
1 in B.C. in her age group. She plays
four times a week, with her main coach
Helen Wu. Besides Sperling, she also
trains at VTTC.

Natasha’s other accomplishments
include winning the interpretive solo
dance at the Surrey Festival of Dance.
She is a straight A Grade 5 student at
Anchor Point Montessori School. She
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has published four of the over one
hundred poems she has written, and last
year she was the youngest (by four years)
entrant in the Canadian three day novel
writing contest with “Supergirl”.

And what does she do on
Saturdays? She takes Chinese, and is
fluent in Mandarin. She reads
voraciously, with J.K. Rowling and
Stephanie Meyer her favourite writers.
She also swims every week and plays
the piano regularly.

But with all this activity, table
tennis is Natasha’s first love—she sees
more of a future for herself in this sport.
With her intense focus, self confidence
and drive to excel, she will go far. She
looks forward to the B.C. Elementary
Championships and this year's Canadian
Nationals. Yet she remains a charming
and unaffected young woman—a credit
To her sport.

Winter League

The following are the current standings
for the Winter League after twelve
weeks.

Team Played Won Lost Tied Points
1. Surreyl 12 10 1 1 97
2. BCTTA 12 8 2 2 82
3. Vancouver 12 8 2 2 75
Avengers
4, VITC1 12 7 4 1 73
5. GVTTA 11 6 2 3 66
6. Richmond 12 6 5 1 66
Rebels
7. Surrey2 12 7 5 0 63
8. VITC2 11 4 6 1 53
9. Richmond 12 2 8 2 40
Resilience
10. Spinnakers 12 2 7 3 37
11. Spin-Power 12 2 9 1 32
12. Dunbar 12 O 11 1 25



Natasha with her first place trophy from
the Surrey Festival of Dance.

Upcoming Tournaments

February 27-28

BC Secondary Schools Provincial
Finals

Britannia Secondary

Phone 604-713-8266

March 7-8,B.C. Closed,
McNair Secondary, Richmond

March 29 Junior Try-Out No. 2
Bridgeport

March 31
Seniors tournament
Edmonds Community Centre

April 3-5 Racket Rally
Richmond Oval

April 4, BC Elementary
Richmond Oval

April 4-5, BC Open
Richmond Oval

April 11-12,

Pacific Northwest Team Challenge
Unsanctioned tournament presented by
the Vancouver Table Tennis Club in the
Bonsor Community Centre gym,
Burnaby.

April 26, Senior Top 12 No. 2
Bridgeport

May 2-3, Canadian Team Open
Championships

A.R. MacNeill Secondary, Richmond
Up to $10,000 in cash prizes.

July 12-15

Canadian National Championships
(Junior)

Three Rivers, Quebec

July 17-19

Canadian National Championships
(Senior)

Three Rivers, Quebec

July 31-August 9
World Police and Fire Games
Vancouver

September 16-19
BC Senior GamesRichmond

October 10-17
World Masters Games
Sydney, Australia



March 4-7, 2010
BC Winter Games, Terrace

August 14-26, 2010
First Youth Olympic Games,
Singapore

Tournament Results

Our results in the last newsletter for the
First Greater Vancouver Chinese
Friendship Tournament in the last
newsletter were incomplete. We
apologize for that, and include the
complete results here.

1. VTTC No. 1. Joe Law, William Ho,
Andrew Ho and Edward Kuo

2. VITC No. 2: Thanh Le, Roy Situ
and Richard Lei

3. GVTTA: Teddy Wu, Leanne Lee,
Mitchell Santaga, and Lance Liu

December 6-13

World Junior Championships, Madrid,
The Canadian team consisted of Shen
Qiang, Ling Kun Yang, Pierre Luc-
Theriault and Andre Ho, with coach
Marles Martins.

It was tough going against some
of the top young players in the world.
Shen Qiang made it through the
qualifying round, but lost to See Hyun
Deck of Korea. Andre Ho and Pierre
Luc-Theriault won their first doubles
match against Diez/Reyes of Spain, but
then lost to Korea.

December 28, 2008
Junior TryOut No. 1, Bridgeport

U-10 Girls
1. Natasha Carr Harris
2. Jane Yan

U-12 Girls
1. Teri Zhou
2. Ying Ni

U-14 Girls
1. Shirley Fu
2. Amanda Wong

U-17 Girls
1. Carmen Lee
2. Peggy Hsien

U-10 Boys
1. Michael Luo
2. Evans Chu

U-12 Boys
1. William Ho
2. Mike Yue

U-14 Boys
1. Adrian Lee
2. Kevin Tang

U-17 Boys
1. Andre Ho
2. George Ma

January 17-18, 200Richmond Open

Bridgeport

Men’s Open

1. Jason Shin (U.S.A))

2. Peter Yau

Women’s Open
1. Carmen Lee
2. Shirley Fu

0-50
1. Michael Jin
2. Norman Jang

0-65
1. HiVuong
2. Werner Sommer

U-18 Boys
1. James Fan
2. Adrian Lee



U-18 Girls
1. Carmen Lee
2. Cynthia Tan

U-13 Boys and Girls
1. Teri Zhou
2. Ying Ni

U-500
1. Mitchell Santaga
2. Michelle Liaw

U-1000
1. Kam Yee Lau
2. Reno Law

U-1500
1. James Lee
2. Michael Lin

U-2000
1. Thomas Lee
2. Jeremy Lau

February 8
Junior Closed, Bridgeport

U-18 Boys
1. Tony Liu
2. James Fan

U-18 Girls
1. Carmen Lee
2. Shirley Fu

U-15 Boys
1. Kevin Tang
2. James Fan

U-15 Girls
1. Shirley Fu
2. Teri Zhou

U-13 Boys

1. Jeremy Lau

2. Mike Yue

U-13 Girls

1. Teri Zhou

2. Ying Ni

U-11 Boys

1. Michael Luo

2. Jiagi Shao

U-11 Girls

1. Natasha Carr-Harris
2. Jane Yan

U-18 Doubles

1. James Fan/Teddy Wu
2. Carmen Lee/Cynthia Tan
U-15 Doubles

1. Teri Zhou/Ying Ni

2. Charlie Lan/Mike Yue

Thanks to Carmen Lee, Natasha Carr-
Harris and Frank Karika for the
photographs of themselves.

This newsletter is compiled and edited
for the BCTTA by Francis Mansbridge

Please send any comments or
suggestions tottennis2006 @yahoo.ca




