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Racket Rally Rocks

The Richmond Racket Rally,
featuring some of the top badminton and
table tennis players in the world, took

place in the spectacular 215,000 square

foot Richmond Olympic Speed Skating
Oval. A 1950 spectator amphitheatre
was sectioned off one end to create an
intimate spectator friendly atmosphere.

In badminton Taufik Hijadat,
defeated Joachim Persson of Denmark.
In table tennis Leung Chu Yan of Hong
Kong and quarter finalist in the 2004
Olympics defeated Robert Gardos of
Austria, semi-finalist in the 2008
Olympics. Chen Weixing, European
Champions League winner, was third
and Canadian Olumpian Peter-Paul
Pradeeban fourth

Each participant received $5,000
in appearance money, plus $6,000 for a
first place win.

Table tennis enthusiasts were
treated to some thrilling demonstrations
of talent by some of the top players in
the game. Future tournaments of this
type are planned for the future.

Those wishing to be trained as
table tennis coaches, please
contact Danny Lau at
mrdannylau@hotmail.com
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Robert Gardos shows how it's done at
the Richmond Racket Rally

Canadian Open Team
Championships

Sixteen teams from the U.S. and
Canada battled for bragging rights and
$10,000 in prize money at AR.
MacNeill Secondary May 2-3. A
capacity crowd enjoyed numerous
exciting matches by both local and
visiting players. Top finishers were as
follows.

Division A ChampiorCBA

($4,000 prize)

Captain Bill Lau

Zhen Wang, Stephen Li, Angel Hu, Bill
Lau.

2. TGY ($2,000 prize)

Captain Tony Liu

Tony Liu, Joe Law, Gary Zhong, Yu Lu



3. DP ($800 prize)

Captain Dan Poh, Peter Yau, James Fan,
Gloria Gao

Division B Champion CITTI
prize)

Captain Eddie To

Carmen Lee, Shirley Fu, Adrian Lee,
Jeremy Lau, Michelle Liaw

2. AKZG (%400 prize)

Captain Kevin Tang, Andy Yao,
Kenneth Zhong, Mike Yue, Charlie Lan

3. 4L (%200 prize)

Captain Thomas Lee, Andy Lui, Gary
Lai, Kam Yee Lau

($800

Jian Ren Wei to Coach

Mr. Wei has been hired to help
our local athletes train for the Canadian
Nationals and the North American
Championships.

Mr. Wei was born in China,
where he started coaching in 1981. In
1986 he was offered a coaching position
in Japan. In 1989 the Chairman of the
Japan Table Tennis Association
introduced him to work in Brazil as a
coach of the Men's Table tennis
National Team. During his stay in
Brazil, he liked the weather and the
passionate nature of the Brazilians. He
worked in the association for nineteen
years and became the Head Coach
before coming to Canada.

Because of his family
background, Mr. Wei was only allowed
to compete in local tournaments in China.
He missed the chance to compete in the
World Championships. However he
continued to pursue his dream by
training other athletes to compete in the
Olympics. At the same time, he endeav-
oured through great efforts to promote
the sport of table tennis in schools and
champion the game as a wholesome

activity for children. After repeated
efforts, Mr. Wei successfully convinced
the Brazil National Olympic Committee
to include table tennis as one of the main
sports. The Brazil Table Tennis
National Team has the best tournament
record of any Latin American country.

During Mr. Wei's stay in Brazil
he once trained a Japanese student to
practise table tennis. He even allowed
that Japanese boy to stay in his house as
the boy lived far away from his home in
St. Paul. The boy won the championship
in the Pan-American Games in 1995,
1999, 2003 and 2007 after Mr. Wei
coached him for several years.

During Mr. Wei's coaching
career in Brazil, the Brazil National
Team won 11 medals in the Pan-
American Games in 1995 and 1999. A
men’s team gold medal was added in
2007. Wei has also participated in the
1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta and the
2008 Olympics in Beijing.

Mr. Wei was awarded a coaching
certificate from the International Table
Tennis Federation in 2007.

B.C. Senior Games

The BC Senior Games will be
held in Richmond this year September
16-19 in the spectacular setting of
Richmond’s Olympics Speed Skating
oval. Each zone can send six players
from each category, who may be either
recreational or competitive. Categories
are 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79
and 80+ in each of men and women.

For more information,
particularly on zone 4, contact Marta
Nykl at martanykl@hotmail.com



Hi Vuong

Hi Vuong, with his trophies, holding his
most treasured award. The plaque, from
the Canadian Chinese Table Tennis
Association, reads “The Most Active
Participant in the sport of table tennis
2003".

When | met Hi Vuong at his
apartment in Burnaby | counted fourteen
people, all members of his family. All
are avid table tennis players who enjoy

the game at their frequent get togethers.

At the center of their family is patriarch
Hi Vuong, coach and an inspirational
role model.

When he was nine years old and
living in South Viet Nam during the
upheavals of the 1930s, his family

needed to escape to a safer place.

Without money to pay for all their fares,
his mother convinced those in charge
that Hi was only four, as people under
five travelled for free. Since then his
paper age (now 76) has been different
from his real age (how 81). So he
generally competes one category below
what his real age would allow.

Hi started playing table tennis in
university at the age of eighteen,
becoming the top player in his province,
as well as head coach and umpire. Later
he worked in the export/import business,
and from about 1970 owned his own
company.

When North Vietham took over
the south, it soon became clear that the
safety and future of his family was at
risk. With his four sons he left in 1980
via Malaysia to Indonesia, and after a
few months was fortunate to be
sponsored as refugees by the First
United Church in Salmon Arm, B.C.,
where they lived for a year before
coming to the Lower Mainland.

The trophies that occupy most of
one wall in his apartment illustrate his
success in table tennis since coming to
Canada. His international tournaments
include Huntsman World Senior Games
and World Veterans Table Tennis. In
1996 he was O-60 Canadian champion,
and was first in the O-70 Vancouver
China Town Table Tennis Tournament
in 2001, 2002, and 2003. On the basis of
his real age, he is easily the top player in
Canada.

He attributes his great success to
a passionate love of the game and an
ability to turn an opponent’s weakness to
his advantage. His unique spin serve has
gained him many victories. But he
would also like more support for the best
players in table tennis from the
government and private companies, as
exists in Viet Nam and other countries.



Hi Vuong’s talents include being
an accomplished artist; whenever any of
his family buys a house, one of his
paintings is a treasured (ift. He
obviously enjoys his position at the heart
of his large and growing family. The
difficulties he has overcome sweeten the
success of his personal and sporting life.

Congratulations to Shirley Fu. At the
Women’s National Team Challenge
on April 17 she was seeded fifth |n
her group, but finished second.

In Memoriam
Dr. Dart Sun “Sunny” Lee
1922-2009

Dr. Dart “Sunny” Lee, one of the
first Canadian-born Chinese dentists and
a top table tennis player, has died at the
age of 86.

His family ran a prosperous
general store in Victoria with a herb
store in the back, called Lee Dye and Co.
When Sunny was thirteen the family
moved to Vancouver, where his father
ran a Chinese herb shop.

After  attending  Strathcona
elementary and the old King Edward
High School at 12 and Oak, Sunny
studied at threw University of California
and the McGill dental school. He is the
only visible minority in his graduation
photo.

Milly, his wife of 38 years,
recalls that “He was a lovely man.
Everybody misses him. He makes
everybody laugh. He was happy, a
happy-go-lucky guy.” She recalls that
his father and aunt lent him money to
open his practice in the Ford building at
Main and Hastings. The banks wouldn't.
Milly says “It was because of racism,

even though people don’t like to talk
about it.”

Sunny lived life to the fullest.
He played tennis and golf, loved to
travel, collect stamps, play baccarat and
roulette, bet on the horses and create
gourmet meals. He played table tennis
regularly at Bonsor, Edmonds and the
Roundhouse, winning a gold medal at
the 2005 World Masters Games in
Edmonton. He is missed by everyone
who knows him.

(Thanks to Susan Lazaruk and
the Vancouver Province for permission
to use their article).

Winter League

The following are the final standings for
the Winter 2008 Vancouver and District
Table Tennis League.

Team Played Won Lost Tied Points
1. Surreyl 22 19 2 1 169
2. Vancouver 22 18 2 2 153
Avengers
3. BCTTA 22 13 5 4 144
4, VTITC 1 22 13 7 2 128
5. Richmond 22 13 8 1 126
Rebels
6. GVTITA 22 13 5 4 121
7. Surrey 2 22 11 8 3 114
8. VITC?2 22 7 13 2 101
9. Spin-Power 22 5 16 1 72
10. Richmond 22 3 15 4 69

Resilience
11. Spinnakers 22 3 16 3 60
12. Dunbar 22 0 20 2 44



League winners Surrey 1 with their
trophy. From left to right: Sam Lin,
Peter Dziekiewicz, Oswaldo Abolio

Australia Bound

British Columbia will be well
represented at the World Masters Games
in Sydney this coming October by Mimi
Ho, Willy Woo, Isabel Chen, Mike
Broderick, Len and Lai-Fun Lukey-Ott
and Parello Smith. This is the premiere
age group event in table tennis, featuring
many of the top players on the world
masters stage.

Good luck to them all.

Top 12 Changes

The following important changes
have been made to the Top 12 tournaments
to help them achieve their goal of bringing
together the best BC players

1. The name of the Top 12 tournament shall
be changed to the BC Challenge Invitational.
2. Beginning in the fall of 2009, participants
in the BC Invitational Challenge will be
limited to men in the BC top 50 and women
in the BC top 30. Those available with the
highest  point  ratings receive
preference. Being in the BC top 50 (men) or

will

top 30 (women) will not ensure an
invitation. The BCTTA reserves the right to
invite additional players.
3. Participation in at least one of the
following tournaments in the previous nine
months is mandatory for selection for the BC
Challenge Invitational. Other national or
international tournaments may also be
considered.

BC Closed

Vancouver Open

Richmond Open

BC Open

Western Canada Open, if it is in BC
4. Participation in at least two of the
tournaments listed in (3) or the BC Invitation
Challenges in the previous nine months is
mandatory for BC team  selection
purposes. Other national or international
tournaments may also be considered.

Upcoming Tournaments

July 1-4
U.S. Nationals
Las Vegas
July 12-15
Canadian National Championships
(Junior)
Three Rivers, Quebec
July 17-19
Canadian National Championships
(Senior)
Three Rivers, Quebec
July 31-August 9
World Police and Fire Games
Vancouver
September 16-19
BC Seniors Games
Olympic Oval, Richmond
October 10-17
World Masters’ Games,
Sydney, Australia.
March 47, 2010
BC Winter Games, Terrace
August 14-26, 2010
First Youth Olympic Games, Singapore



Competitors at the Edmonds Seniors Table tennismémoent

On March 31, 2009 Edmonds The following are the results of
seniors table tennis tournament was held the tournament held on March 31, 2009.
with a total of 32 men and women
participants. It was completed Group A
successfully as a result of your support, 1. Michael Zhao/Vello Hanson
patience and co-operation. Congratu- 2. Wing Sin Mah/Elaine Yen
lations and thanks to all of you. 3. Mike Yoo/Domingo Torio

During the process of the
matches, | noticed your happiness and Group B
seriousness of each and every point 1. Joseph Chiang/Margaret McConnell
gained or lost. At the end of matches, 2. Michael Leong/Mary Sudmant
handshakes were exchanged between 3. Peter Leung/Bill Mitchell
partners on both sides of the table,
showing our friendship regardless win or Submitted by Peter Leung
lose. | believe the events of this day will
become topics of conversation for days
to come; these are the small footprint in
our lives.

Meanwhile we are planning to
have another tournament at the end of
this year. All members are welcome.

Details will be announced later.



The 18" Commonwealth
Table Tennis
Championships

The Championships consisted of 9
events and were held in Glasgow,
Scotland, from May 18 — 26. Canada
was represented by 8 male and 4
female players.
Men: P.P. Pradeenban, K.P.
Homayoun, X. Therien, P.L. Hinse, L.K.
Yang, Andre Ho, Bryan Michand and
Brian Won.
Women: Mo Zhang, Sarah Yuen,
Stephanie Yuen and Yulia Dagtiar.

Our best results came from

Pradeeban (Quarter-finalist) and Zhang,

Mo who defeated Yu, Meng Yu, No. 32
in the World. Sara Yuen was a Semi-
finalist in the Women’s Consolation and
Xavier Therien was Men’s Consolation
Runner-up. It is interesting to note that:
Andre Ho had victories over C.
Gascoyne of Jersey, and Gary Dodd,
Calcum Main, Theo Cogill, K.S. Tran
and lost to Stephen Jenkins of Wales,
in a close encounter. Yuen, Sara and
Zhang, Mo were runner-up in the
Women Doubles for the second time.

FINAL STANDINGS
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Singapore
India
England
Wales
Canada
Scotland
South Africa
Australia
Malaysia

10. Cyprus

11. New Zealand
12. Northern Ireland
13. Mauritius
14. Jersey

15. Guernsey
16. Malta

17. Isle of Man

CoNoOUA~AWNEZ

Women

1. Singapore
2. Malaysia
3. India

4. Australia

5. Canada

6. England

7. New Zealand

8. Wales

9. Northern Ireland
10. Cyprus

11. Scotland

12. South Africa
13. Guernsey

Individual Results:

Mixed Doubles

1. Wang Y.G./Yang Z. (SIN)

2. Sun B.B./Gao No. (SIN)

3. Miao M./Henzell W. (AUS)and
Patkar M.S./Arthrupis A. (IND)

Women'’s Doubles

1. Sun B.B./Yu My (SIN)

2. Yuen S./Zhang M. (CAN)

3. Parker J./Sibley, K. (ENG) and Miao
M./Xu S. (AUS)

Men’s Doubles

1. Achanta S.K./Saha S. (IND)

2. Gao N./Yang Z. (SIN)

3. Drinkhall P./Knight D. (ENG) and
Jenkins R./Robertson A. (WAL)

Non-Medal events

Women’s Consolation

1. Kumaresen, S (IND)

2. Patkar, M.S. (IND)

3. Yuen, Sa (CAN) and Aggarwal, N.
(IND)

Men’s Consolation

1. Ibrahim M.S. (MAS)

2. Therien, Xavier (CAN)

3. Overmeyer, S. (RSA) and Kho, M.S.
(MAS)

Medals were shared among 7 countries
Gold Silver Bronze

1, Singapore 6 3 1
2. India 1 2 4
3. England 4
4. Australia 3
5. Wales 2
6. Malyasia 1

7. Canada 1

Submitted by Dr. Chandra Madhosingh



Other Tournament Results

February 1
Senior Top 12 No. 1
Men

Peter Yau
Gary Zhong
Shu Wing Yik
James Fan
Xing Min Xiao
Teddy Wu
Josh Zhang
Sam Lin

. Quoc Shiviaje
10. Andy Lui

11. Kevin Mak
12. Robert Yau

©CoNorwNE

Women

Chris Xu
Carmen Lee
Shirley Fu
Cynthia Tan
Kam Yee Lau
Connie Fu
Ying Ni
Parello Smith
. Tiffany So
10. Mimi Ho
11. Wilhelmina Woo
12. Leanne Lee

©CoNorwNE

February 27-28
BC Secondary Schools Provincial
Finals

This tournament was hosted this
year by Britannia Secondary with Alvin
Ng the head organizer and Chandra
Madhosingh the referee. There were 26
teams (14 boys and 12 girls) and 122
players in the singles (76 boys and 46
girls), 28 girls’ pairs and 16 boys’ pairs.
Twenty schools were involved in the
competition. Eleven boys’ and 10 girls’

teams competed in the team event. Next

year the tournament will take place at

Burnaby North, the tentative dates
February 5 and 6. The results follow:
Boys Singles
1. James Fan (Argyle)
2. Maximilian Lohnert
Hill)
Boys Team
1. Teddy Wu, Mitchell Santaga, Eric
Li (Burnaby North)
2. Gordon Ng, Sean Chen, Michael
Zhang (Richmond)
3. Lance Liu, Edison Ho, Alexis Ho
(Pinetree)
Boys Doubles
1. Chao Liang/Leon Lu (Eric
Hamber)
2. Jackson Li/Eric Li (Burnaby North)
Girls Singles
1. Carmen Lee (Port Moody)
2. Shirley Fu (Burnaby North)
Girls Doubles
1. Cynthia Tan/Joy Yiu (Kitsilano)

(Cariboo

2. Peggy Hsien/Paula Hsien
(Burnaby North)
Girls Team

1. Peggy Hsien, Paula Hsien, Shirley
Fu (Burnaby North)

2. Cynthia Tan, Joy Yiu, Caroline
Yung (Kitsilano)

3. Wendy Ming, Cathy Ming,
Mohgan Zhong (University Hill)

The fair play award went to Shirley Fu.

March 7-8,B.C. Closed,
McNair Secondary, Richmond
U-13

1. Teri Zhou

2. Jiagi Shao

U-15

1. James Fan

2. Teddy Wu

0-50

1. Michael Jin

2. Simpson Ho



0-60

1. Miroslave Jankovic
2. Peter Chung
U-300

1. Chris Wu

2. Richard Lei

U-600

1. Gordon Ng

2. Jackson Lu
U-1000

1. Reinald Law

2. Peter Le

U-1500

1. James Lee

2. Sasan Shariati
U-2000

1. Andy Lui

2. Michael Jin

Men’s Open

1. Dan Poh

2. Alvin Ng

Women’s Open

1. Carmen Lee

2. Paula Hsien
U-2800 Doubles

1. Gordon Ng/Patrick Tang
2. James Fan/Eric Luan

March 29, Junior Try-Out No. 2
Bridgeport

U18 Boys

1. Mehran Shariati

2. Roy Si-Tu

3. Andrew Ho

U18 Girls

1. Peggy Hsien

2. Cynthia Tan

3. Paula Hsien

U15 Boys

1. James Fan

2. Kevin Tang

3. Chao Liang/Teddy Wu
U15 Girls

1. Brittany So

2. Amanda Wong

3. Jennifer Shi

U13 Boys

1. Jeremy Lau

2. Mike Yue

3. Ari Nitikman/Charlie Lan
U13 Girls

1. Teri Zhou

2. Ying Ni

3. Michelle Liaw/Leanne Lee
Ull Boys

1. Michael Luo

2. Jiagi Shao

3. Frank Liao/Evans Chu
U1l Girls

1. Jane Yan

2. Mary Pei Ran Dong

April 3-5 BC Open
Richmond Oval

The BC Open this year was held in the
spectacular Richmond Speed Skating
Oval in conjunction with (but

independent of) the Racket Rally
international badminton/table tennis
tournament. Because of time limitations,
only three events—U-1500 and men’s
and women’'s open were contested.
Results were as follows.

U-1500

1. Mehran Shariati
2. Edward Xu
Women’s Open

1. Angel Hu

2. YulLu

Men’s Open

1. Stephen Li

2. Dan Poh

April 3-5 BC Elementary Schools
Richmond Oval

Boys’ Doubles

1. Charlie Lan/Jerry Liu

2. Euland Chu/Evans Chu

Boys’ Singles, Division 1

1. Jeremy Lau



2. Mike Yue

Girls’ Singles, Division 1
1. Teri Zhou

2. Ying Ni

Boys’ Singles, Division 2
1. Michael Luo

2. Michael Lin

Girls’ Singles, Division 2
1. Natasha Carr-Harris

2. Jane Yan

April 11-12

Pacific Northwest Team Challenge
Bonsor Recreation Complex

Over $10,000 in cash prizes and awards

Invitation Teams

1. VTTC

2. Killarney TTC

3. Team USA

U-4200 Division A

15L4™  Angel Hu/Shemale; Jason Shim/
Jeremy Lau; Gary Tse/Kevin Tang;
James Fan/Teddy Wu

U-4200 Division B

1°t3%  Dongri Liu/Nick Zhou; Shu
Wing Yik/Adrian Lee; Valeri Kim/
Thomas Lee

U-4200 Division C

1°-3% Tony Liu/George Ma; Thanh Le/
Quoc Shiviaje; Sam Lin/Oswaldo Abolio
U-4200 Division D

1°.3%  Kevin Mak/Norman Jiang;
Karim Manaki/Joseph Li; Cynthia Tan/
Sasan Shariati

U-2000 Division A

1. Joe Kay/Patrick Kwok

2. Joseph Lo/Raymond King

3. Jonathan Luk/John Chow

U-2000 Division B

1. Mimi Ho/Gregory Wong

2. Ronald Lai/Dean Toye

3. Jonathan Luk/John Chow

U-1500 Division A

1. Andy Yao/Michelle Liaw

2. Kenneth Zhong/Charlie Lam

10

3. William Ho/Leanne Lee
U-1500 Division B

1. Andrew Ho/Tiffany So

2. Hiam Chan/Ari Nitikman
3. Brittany So/Jennifer Shi
U-13

1. William Ho/Hiam Chan

2. Win/Michelle Liaw

U-10 Division A

1. Justin Lee/Frank Liao

2. Ivy Liao/Kelsey Wong
U-10 Division B

1. Gerald Huang/Harold Huang
2. Kenny Jiang/Edison Hung

May 31

Top 12 No. 2
Bridgeport
Men

James Fan
Peter Yau
Sam Lin
Alvin Ng
Teddy Wu
Gary Tse
Peter Dziekiewicz

NouokrwhE

omen
Chris Xu
Shirley Fu
Teri Zhou
Paula Hsien
Cynthia Tan
Kam Yee Lau
Hsiu-Man Chen

NoohwNR S

Thanks to Hi Vuong for
photographs of himself, Dave Gattiss for the
photograph of the league winners, Tony Xu
for the photograph of Robert Gardos and
Peter Leung for photographs of Edmonds
Seniors tournament participants.

This newsletter is compiled and
edited for the BCTTA by Francis
Mansbridge. Please send any comments or
suggestions tttennis2006@yahoo.ca




