December 2008

Canada Cup Finals
November 8-9
BCIT

The Canada Cup table tennis
tournament held at BCIT November 8-9
was the third and final of national
competitions held each year to provide a
venue where Canada’s top table tennis
athletes hone their skills by playing
against Canada’s best and some top
international players. Younger players
also get a chance to develop and
improve their skills.

This year the featured player was
Li Ching from Hong Kong, silver
medallist in doubles at the 2004 Athens
Olympics, and currently ranked no. 11 in
the world. Four players from Xiamen,
China also participated, as well as a
number from the U.S. Most of the top
Canadian players were also present.

Veteran Li Ching was pushed to
seven games in the semi-final by fast
young Sheng Su of China, but in the
final had little trouble with YongJun
Duan of Alberta, former Singaporean
national coach, defeating him in four
straight games. While the final was not
as competitive as some might have
wished, it provided the opportunity for
both players to display some spectacular
shots, often retrieving smashes from
thirty or forty feet behind the table.
About a thousand appreciative and
knowledgeble fans cheered every point.

The women’s finals was an all-
Xiamen, China affair, with Si Qian Wu
defeating Er Ting Wu in a close match.
Numerous other events were contested,
with the top finishers in each listed
below.

Stephen Li at the Canada Cup

Carmen Lee at the Canada Cup

l|Page



Canada Cup results

Men
1. Ching Li (Hong Kong)
2. YongJun Duan (Alberta)
Women
1. SiQian Wu (China)
2. Er Ting Wu (China)
Junior Boys
1. Yang Jiang (Quebec)
2. Tony Liu (BC)
Junior Girls
1. Angi Luo (Ontario)
2. Carmen Lee (BC)
Men’s over 40
1. DongriLiu (BC)
2. Michael Wang (US)
Women'’s over 40
1. Parello Smith (BC)
2. Mimi Ho (BC)
1% Greater Vancouver Chinese
Friendship TT Tournament
1. VITCno. 1
William Ho, Andrew Ho
2. VITC no. 2
Richard Lei
3. GVTTA
Teddy Wu, Leanne Lee, Mitchell
Santaga, Lance Liu

BCTTA 2008 AGM

The 2008 BCTTA AGM was
held October 5, 1 p.m. at 160-3820
Cessna Drive in Richmond. 29 voting
members attended, including nine
directors, along with 1 non voting
person. Vice-president Kevin Tsang
chaired the meeting. A summary of
some highlights of the meeting follow.

Funding for the school program
is no longer available. Funding for the
AAP program has been kept to $3,000.
Each selected athlete will receive $500
(three girls and three boys). The

$30,000 allocation from the Gaming

Fund is no longer available. The $4,000
grant from the TTCAN School program

may not be available. It's possible that a
mini-budget may have to be introduced
during this coming year.

BCTTA was given twelve
months notice prior to its current move.
No moving expenses were incurred.

A drop in membership is
expected this year because of the loss of
a zone reps from the Fort St. John and
Cranbrook area.

AAP winners this year are
Carmen Lee, Peggy Hsien and Shirley
Fu (qgirls) and Andre Ho, Tony Liu,
Adrian Lee and Teddy Wu (boys). As
tournament results for Teddy Wu and
Adrian Lee were very close, BCTTA
subsidized an extra $500 for the fourth
boy.

Alvin Ng expressed concern
about the team morale and unity at this
year’s Junior Championships in Halifax.
Amelia Ho agreed that the team spirit
was not as good as last year, mainly due
to the hot and humid conditions of the
gym.

Fees for the upcoming year will
remain at $25, $15, and $5 for regular,
senior, and recreational memberships.

Four directors due for election
will stay on. One new nomination for a

Director, Francis Mansbridge, was
accepted.
Alex Chow confirmed that

BCTTA is hiring for full and part-time
positions all through the year and not
team coaches for the National
Championships only. At the request of
Wendy Wang, BCTTA confirms that Ms
Helen Wu was offered a part-time
coaching position earlier this year, but
had turned it down as she was expecting
the position was for the National
Championships only. Ms Wu had been
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advised at the beginning of the interview
that the position was year round.

Wendy Wang questioned the
fairness of the Targeted Athlete Pool
program, specifically the inclusion of
Jeremy Lau and Teri Zhou. Chandra
will discuss their eligibility with the
program facilitator Peter Saar.

Nykl is Gold

Marta Nykl returned from the
Huntsman’'s World Senior Games in
Utah a little heavier than when she left.
But it wasn’'t the good food of St.
George that was the culprit. It was a
gold medal in the women’s doubles and
a silver in the singles in this world class
event. Huntsman’s hosts approximately
9,700 patrticipants in a variety of sports
from over twenty countries. Marta
enjoyed meeting old friends in hef"9
trip. “Friends from all over the U.S. and
| look forward to seeing each year. St.
George City is very nice and the weather
is even better.” Congratulations Marta!

Upcoming Tournaments

December 6-13

World Junior Championships, Madrid,
The Canadian team consists of Shen
Qiang, Ling Kun Yang and Andre Ho,
with coach Marles Martins.

January 17-18, 2009,
Richmond Open
Bridgeport

January 25, 2009 (TBA)
Junior Closed, Bridgeport

February 8, 2009 (TBA)
Senior top 12 no. 1Bridgeport

February 27-28, 2009

BC Secondary Schools Provincial
Finals

Britannia Secondary

Phone 604-713-8266

March 15, 2009, (TBA)
Junior Try-out #2, Bridgeport

March 31, 2009
Edmonds Senior tournament
Edmonds Community Centre

April 4-5, 2009, (TBA)
BC Elementary
A.R. MacNeill Secondary

April 4-5, 2009(TBA)
BC Open, A.R. MacNeill Secondary

May 2-3, 2009 (TBA)
B.C. Closed, A.R. MacNeill Secondary

July 12-15, 2009Canadian National
Championships - Junior

July 17-19, 200€anadian National
Championships — Senior

Tree Rivers, Quebec

March 4-7, 2010
BC Winter Games Terrace

Power of Sport tour

Danny Lau journeyed to
Kamloops recently to promote table
tennis in this community. While only
one school (Valleyview Secondary)
signed up, it was a great opportunity to
secure table tennis representation in zone
2. 130 students attended, along with 4
PE teachers. Future Power of Sport
presentations will be in White Rock and
Surrey.
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Duan Yong-Jun, second in the recq
Canada Cup, 2008 Canadi
champion, and former coach of ti
Singaporean National team, will 4
giving a two week intensive
workshop at the GVTTA club in
Burnaby from December 21
January 3. 60 hours training will 4
provided. Cost is $210 for one weq
or $420 for two weeks. Conta
Wendy Wu at 604-299-8278.
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Chang Poh at the World Seniors

Championships in Germany, 2006.

Player Profiles

Chang Poh

Chang Poh at the Brunei National

Championships in his twenties.

In the Stiga Canadian Champion-
ships in Halifax last July, Chang
demolished the competition, winning
three gold medals in the over 40, over
50, and over 60 events. This catapulted
his rating to 2180 points, top in B.C. in
his age group.

Chang has a long history with the
game. He started playing table tennis in
Brunei when he was seventeen, where he
knew CIiff Fam, now also a local player.
He arrived in Canada in 1967 where he
lived in Alberta and played on the
Alberta team. In 1973 he moved to the
Vancouver area, where he has lived and
played ever since. His son Danny, who
he started playing at six, has had good
competitive success himself, and is a
perennial contender in local
tournaments.
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They often play at Bridgeport together.

Chang is an active tournament
player. Besides local tournaments, he
has played in the World Senior
Championships in Rio de Janeiro this
year, and also in Germany (2006) and
Vancouver (2000).

Chang finds that the number of
people playing and the quality of play
has increased over the years. He enjoys
the game — as he says, anybody can
play with anybody. And he shows that a
high level of play can be continued well
into the later years.

Paula and Peggy Hsien

Peggy and Paula Hsien are one of
the few twin acts anywhere in table
tennis. They're also one of the best.
They are the top two players in their
under 15 age group in B.C. Besides
excelling in local tournaments, at the
Canadian Nationals in Halifax Peggy
took gold in the U-15 and Paula reached
the quarters. They were also first in U-
15 doubles.

They have also been selected for
competition at international tournaments,
including the World Junior
Championships in California and the
Junior Commonwealth Games in India.
Their familiarity with each other’'s game
and personalities has made them
effective doubles players, and they are
able to channel the personal and skill
dynamics of doubles play into ball
control and positive results.

Peggy and Paula started playing
table tennis about five years ago on a
home table, inspired by their father.

Coached by Y.J. Liu from the age of ten
or eleven, their skills improved rapidly,
and they soon moved up the competition
ladder. They now train at least five
hours a week, more before tournaments
or in training camps. Both love the
game, and Peggy in particular enjoys the
thrill of tournaments. They both enjoy
the opportunities it gives them to travel
and see more of Canada and other
countries.

Both do well in Grade 10 at
Burnaby North Secondary, with Paula
taking some Grade 11 courses as well.
They also find time for piano lessons,
and both are at the Grade seven level.

Peggy and Paula are focused
young women with a bright future ahead
of them. We’ll be cheering them in the
next few years towards even greater
success.

Paula and Peggy at the Canadian
Nationals in Halifax this past July,
where they took gold in the U-15
doubles.
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Angel Hu returns

We're glad that Angel Hu hap
accepted an invitation to come o
Canada again from China. She will
assist in helping to train the B.C.
juniors, particularly for the national
this summer. Previously she was
instrumental with Stephen Li and
others in raising the level of play fgr
coaching the B.C. team for the
Canada Winter Games.

Winter League

The following are the current standings
for the Winter League after six weeks.

Team Played Won Lost Tied Points
1. BCTTA 6 5 0 1 52
2. Surreyl 6 4 1 13 4
3. VITC1 6 5 1 0 41
4. Richmond 5 3 2 1 35
Rebels
5. GVITA 5 3 1 1 31
6. Vancouver 5 3 1 1 30
Avengers
7. VITC 2 6 2 3 1 30
8. Surrey 2 6 4 07 2
9

10. Spinnakers 6 3 2 19

11. Richmond 6 4 1 16
Resilience

12. Dunbar 5 0 6 O 5

2

. Spin-Power 6 1 4 1 20
1
1

Tournament Venues

BCTTA is aware of concerns of
some of its members that a large number
of tournaments are being held at the
Bridgeport Sports Club. Some have
called it a “conflict of interest”. The fact
is that Bridgeport is often the most

economical and only available venue
with sufficient space and tables to
accommodate a large tournament. Gym
rental at a school (e.g. Templeton) is
$1800 a day, plus $400 to set up and
take down the tables, and the gym is
often not available. Bridgeport costs
$800 a day, with no cost to set up or take
down tables, or a saving of $2400 over a
two day tournament. With rising costs
and shrinking grants, BCTTA s

continually looking for ways to keep

down your entry fees. BCTTA

welcomes any ideas from its members
on how to deal with this problem.

First Youth Commonwealth Games
October 13-16
Pune, India

Competitors came from 33
countries, with 52 boys and 47 qirls.
India and Singapore were the top
countries.

Canadian competitors included
Qiang Shen, Lin Kun Yang, Peggy
Hsien and Emmanuelle Lavoie. Shen
and Yang lost to the Indian winners in
the semi-finals, and Hsien and Lavoie
lost to the Singaporean winners in the
guarters. In the singles semi-final Shen
won a bronze medal, losing to the
eventual gold medalist.

Acme Tournament
Vancouver Table Tennis Club
October 11-12

Open Singles
1. Stephen Li
2. Tony Liu
Women'’s Singles
1. YulLu
2. Carmen Lee
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1. Jackson Chen
2. Teddy Wu

1. Adrian Lee
2. Karim Maanaki

1. Jeremy Lau
2. Osama Tadros

1. Osama Tadros

2. Peter Le
U-600

1. Tiffany So

2. Andy Yao
U-300

1. Michael Luo

2. Otto Ng
U-15

1. James Fan

2. Teddy Wu
U-13

1. William Ho

2. Michael Luo
Men O-40

1. Dong Yi Liu

2. Andy Lui
U-4200 Team

1. Gary Lai/Yu Lu

2. Andy Lui/Charley Huang
U-3500 Team

1. Jason Shim/Judy Lau

2. Joe Law/William Ho
U-2800 Doubles

1. Andy Lui/Jeremy Lau

2. William Ho/Quoc Shivajie

Edmonton Open
November 1-2

Three BC boys took home seven
medals from this tournament. William
Ho won gold in U-13 and silver in U-15
boys and U-800 singles. He teamed with
Andrew Ho to win gold in U-1200
doubles. Lester Lee won gold in U-600
and silver in U-400.

Li Ping Wang, head coach and Junior
Development director of the Alberta
Provincial team with Andrew and
William Ho

World Paralympics
Buenos Aires, Argentina,
November 5-10, 2008

Masoud Mojtahed with his partner
Ruperto Cortes Morales of Chile and
other two teams (Venezuela and
Argentina) after medal presentation by
Karol Ziduliak.

The four-member Canadian
Paralympic team had a stellar
tournament at the VI Tango Cup in
Buenos Aires. Masoud Mojtahed of BC
moved up a class to take the Class 8 title
with Chilean Ruperto Morales, winning
all their matches 3-0. Masoud also won
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a silver in the men'’s singles Class 7, and
made it to the quarter-finals in the men’s

Vancouver Open
November 22-23

standing open. Bridgeport
Stephanie Chan defeated top
South American and European players Open Singles
on her way to silver medals in both the 1. Stephen Li
Standing Women’s Open event and the 2. YulLu
Women’s team Class 6-10 event with  0-55
partner Analia Longhi of Argentina, as 1. Kevin Mak
well as a bronze medal in the women’s 2. Gregory Wong
singles Class 6-10 event. U-2300
Barry Butler of Ontario reached 1. YulLu
the semi-finals in the men's Class 3 2. Valerie Kim
event, and lost the bronze medal match U-1900
to Lopez/Acosta of Argentina. The team 1. YuLu
was coached by John Macpherson of 2. Ken Lin
Halifax. U-1500
1. Andy Yao
Aberdeen tournament 2. David Li
November 5 U-1000
1. Reno Law
Danny Poh and Shu Wing Yik took the 2. Teri Xiao Tian Zhou
top two places in the Open Singles. The U-500
team event was won by Thanh Le and 1. Ying Ni
William Ho, with Judy Lau and Yu Lu 2. Andy Yao
second. U-13
1. Jeremy Lau
2. Teri Xiao Tian Zhou
U-15
1. Chao Liang
2. Andy Yao

Photo credits: Thanks to Chang Poh

U-2800 Doubles
1. Kam Yee Lau/Yu Lu
2. Michael Jin/Edward Xu

This newsletter is compiled and edited

and Paula and Peggy Hsien for pictures
of themselves, to Lok Ki Ho for pictures
of William and Andrew Ho, to Karol
Ziduliak for the Paralympics photo, and
Tony Xu for photos of the Canada Cup.

for the BCTTA by Francis Mansbridge
Please send any comments or
suggestions tottennis2006@yahoo.ca
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